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It  is  open  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  make  ob- 
servations under  this  heading  in  regard  to  the  character  and 
results  of  an)/  important  measure  affecting  the  Public  Health 
taken  in  the  area,  or  in  regard  to  measures  already  recom- 
mended but  not  so  far  carried  out. 

“(c).  A statement  of  any  noteworthy  occurrence  affect- 
ing the  Public  Health  during  the  year,  which  concerns  the 
Sanitary  Authority  or  its  sanitary  staff : e.g.  an  Epidemic, 
Child  Welfare  or  new  Maternity  Centre,  Extension  of  Isola- 
tion Accommodation,  etc.,  etc.” 


The  various  points  on  which  information  is  to  be  given, 
and  the  order  in  which  they  are  to  be  placed,  are  contained 
in  an  appendix  attached  to  the  Circular,  and  this  report  is 
written  in  conformity  with  those  instructions. 


The  dominating  factors  concerning  the  health  of  the 
community  during  the  past  twelve  months  were  undoubtedly 
the  heat  and  extreme  dryness  of  the  mid-part  of  the  year. 


We  began  rather  poorly  with  an  uncertain  and  variable 
winter,  followed  by  an  early  and  dry,  but  cold,  spring.  The 
middle  third  of  the  year  was  noticeable  for  the  higher  tem- 
peratures ruling,  and  the  extreme  drought:  this  summer  being 
the  hottest  and  driest  experienced  within  living  memory,  in- 
deed one  might  say  the  hottest  recorded  for  at  least  fifty  years. 
Pasture  was  burnt  up,  crops  shrivelled,  and  water  springs  re- 
duced to  nothing  at  all,  until  one  began  to  wonder  what  would 
happen  next.  Fortunately,  at  the  psychological  moment,  as 
one  might  say,  the  drought  broke,  rain  came,  sparsely  at  first, 
but  sufficiently  freely  to  revive  the  parched  herbage  and  save 
roots  and  cereals  from  destruction,  although  both  corn  and 
root  crops  were  lighter  in  weight  and  yield  than  the  average. 
There  followed  the  usual  autumnal  gales,  with  some  rain  and 
a little  frost  later  on,  not  sufficiently  intense  or  enduring  in 
either  case  to  cleanse  the  ground  or  fully  renew  the  dried-up 
water  courses,  but  enough  to  raise  the  sub-soil  water-level  and 
carry  into  wells  and  water  courses  those  germs  and  spores 
which  had  been  fructifying  during  the  hot,  dry  months  of  the 
year,  and  drive  infected  ground  air  into  badly  paved  dwell- 
ings. And  so  during  the  later  months  of  the  year  we  had 
some  Diphtheria,  a little  Typhoid,  and  a few  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 
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The  pernicious  habit  of  dumping  unscreened  house  refuse 
and  night-soil  in  fields  close  to  the  public  highway  was  con- 
tinued in  all  its  pristine  offensiveness,  regardless  of  Fly  mono- 
graphs, Rat  Crusades,  and  illuminating  articles  in  the  daily 
press  generally,  well  into  the  summer  of  last  year,  resulting 
in  hedgerows  and  ditches  on  the  main  roads  being  lined  with 
soiled  paper  and  the  lighter  particles  of  refuse.  So  oblivious 
to  the  amenities  of  Sanitary  Administration  did  a neighbour- 
ing authority  become  that  they  dumped  several  hundred  loads 
of  their  refuse  within  the  borders  of  your  District,  close  to 
the  Bridlington  Grammar  School,  and  did  not  desist  until 
threatened  with  legal  proceedings.  Seeing  that  with  a fair 
wind  the  proved  flying  radius  of  the  common  house  fly  ex- 
tends to  13  miles,  and  is  the  most  potent  carrier  of  infective 
matter,  such  deposits  should  not  be  allowed  without  adequate 
precaution  being  taken.  All  consumable  material  should  be 
burnt  on  the  spot  and  each  fresh  deposit  should  be  covered 
with  earth  and  lime,  etc.  I am  of  opinion  that  a good  deal  of 
the  throat  trouble  and  gland  disease  amongst  children,  notice- 
able in  spring  and  early  summer,  are,  to  a considerable 
extent,  due  to  this  cause. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  wTe  had  a good  deal  of  sick- 
ness of  a mild  influenzal  type,  which  continued  into  the  cur- 
rent year,  not  very  serious  in  itself,  but  rendering  the  very 
young  and  the  very  old  amongst  those  affected,  liable  to  com- 
plications of  a respiratory  type,  shown  in  the  higher  mortality 
due  to  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis,  etc. 

The  transport  of  infectious  sick  has  again  caused  us  much 
heart-searching  and  inconvenience  during  the  past  year.  I 
have  many  times  pointed  out  how  unreliable  is  the  service  of 
hired  vehicles,  whether  horse  drawn  or  motor,  and  when  any 
considerable  distance  has  to  be  covered,  how  entirely  unsuit- 
able for  this  business  is  a cramped  open  touring  car,  where 
the  patient  cannot  lie  down,  and  the  risks  of  a chill  during  the 
severe  weather  are  very  considerable.  So  grave  may  be  this 
risk  that  one  prefers  to  leave  the  patient  at  home,  in  a crowded 
house,  rather  than  face  it,  and  so  the  danger  incident  to  the 
disease  is  increased,  and  the  risks  of  spreading  the  complaint 
in  a small  hamlet  greatly  multiplied.  Modern  Hygiene  de- 
mands of  Sanitary  Authorities  adequate  accommodation  for 
the  segregation  and  treatment  of  the  infectious  sick  and  the 
most  approved  means  of  transport,  without  which  the 
utility  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  heavily  discounted.  I have 
furnished  you  with  the  drawings  and  specifications  of  a suit- 
able ambulance  car,  with  its  estimated  cost,  which  is  very  low, 
probably  beneath  your  annual  expenditure  on  this  head,  and 
look  forward  to  your  early  approval, 
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Again  this  point  in  public  health  administration  crops  up 
in  the  domestic  problems  associated  with  the  housing  ques- 
tion. In  some  villages  and  hamlets  there  is  not  an  empty 
house,  and  many  houses,  where  possible,  have  lodgers.  How 
then  can  one  arrange  for  infectious  sick,  in  the  absence  of 
suitable  transport,  to  be  isolated  at  home  ? 


The  sudden  abandonment  of  the  Health  Ministry’s 
housing  scheme  has  checked  both  public  and  private  building 
probably  as  much  as  would  its  unrestricted  carrying  out,  and 
we  are  apparently  faced  with  a period  of  stagnation  in  house 
building  of  uncertain  duration,  for  with  the  Rents  Restriction 
Act  in  force,  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  capitalists  will 
invest  their  money  in  erecting  houses  for  tenants,  who,  if 
found  undesirable,  can  only  be  got  rid  of  by  building  another 
house  to  which  they  can  go.  Hence,  during  the  year,  very 
little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  District  with  housing 
schemes,  either  public  or  private,  beyond  the  County  Council’s 
schemes  for  Small  Holdings. 


The  Water  Supply  of  the  District  is  as  set  out  in  my 
Report  for  1920.  At  Hunmanby  you  have  sunk  a deep  well, 
found  a good  supply  of  water,  and  prefer  to  leave  the  capital 
already  sunk  to  lie  dead  and  unproductive  rather  than  at 
present  incur  the  smaller  additional  expense  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  scheme  by  a slight  additional  work  at  the  well  and 
providing  storage  and  distributing  plant. 


The  prolonged  drought  furnished  a capital  opportunity 
for  cleansing  ponds  and  water-courses,  of  which  more  advan- 
tage might  have  been  taken.  Flamboro’  Mere,  for  instance, 
which  for  a couple  of  months  remained  an  expanse  of  dried 
mud,  ornamented  with  tinpots  and  all  the  cast-off  hardware  of 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  was  left  without  an  attempt  at 
improvement  beyond  exposure  to  the  sun,  an  unlovely  and 
insanitary  expanse.  This  pond  should  be  contracted  to  a third 
/ of  its  present  size  and  made  much  deeper  so  as  to  provide  a 
reservoir  with  a good  head  of  water  for  sewer  flushing  and  so 
forth.  The  surrounding  land  could  be  levelled  and  planted 
with  trees  and  shrubs  to  form  a pleasant  place  for  adults  to 
walk  and  children  to  play  in,  and  so  remove  these  little  people 
from  the  main  streets  which  are  fast  becoming  too  dangerous 
for  them  in  the  season. 
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I drew  your  attention  to  the  urgent  want  of  latrines  for 
both  sexes  at  the  North  Landing  and  Headland  in  this  town- 
ship of  Flamborough  for  the  accommodation  of  the  crowds  of  . 
visitors  and  people  frequenting  the  localities  on  fishing 
business,  but  the  Parish  Council  refused  to  take  up  the 
matter  on  the  ground  of  expense. 

The  Wold  Newton  Parish  Council  made  a laudable 
attempt  to  clean  up  the  village  pond  and  got  out  some  three- 
fourths  of  the  mud,  but  for  some  reason  not  explained,  stopped 
short  before  completing  the  job.  This  village  is  fortunate  in 
having  a good  natural  water  supply  and  was  able,  during  the 
drought,  to  help  many  neighbouring  hamlets — it  would  form 
a very  good  central  place  for  a communal  water  supply  for  the 
surrounding  villages — the  engineering  difficulties  would  not 
be  extreme,  if  only  the  money  were  forthcoming. 

I have  again  to  remind  you  that  we  are  without  any 
separate  isolation  accommodation  for  segregating  Small  Pox. 
The  greatly  increased  commingling  of  people  from  all  parts  in 
such  a District  as  ours,  due  to  the  huge  extension  of  motor 
facilities  makes  the  possibility  of  Small  Pox  transmission  far 
more  likely  than  in  former  times.  With  an  infantile  popula- 
tion— scarce  a fourth  of  which  is  protected  by  vaccination — 
the  onset  of  an  epidemic  of  Small  Pox  may  come  with  start- 
ling suddenness,  and  we  should  have  in  this  northern  part  of 
the  Riding  a place  equal  to  dealing  with  early  cases  and 
capable  of  speedy  expansion  by  huts,  tents,  etc.,  as  required. 

Two  or  three  contiguous  Sanitary  Authorities  in  this  part 
of  the  county  might  together  undertake  this  work,  not  only 
without  friction  but  with  great  economy  in  time,  service  and 
transport.  To  ensure  smooth  working  of  any  system  of 
segregation  in  times  of  emergency,  local  idiosyncrasies  have  to 
be  considered,  and  whereas  in  this  matter  so  many  of  the 
patients  are  likely  to  be  children  and  young  people,  it  is 
essential  that  the  centre  for  isolation  should  be  in  reasonable 
proximity  to  the  homes  of  the  sick,  and  readily  accessible  to 
their  friends  or  relatives  by  rail  or  a short  road  journey  For 
a Small  Pox  or  Typhoid  patient  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  at  the 
outside  is  far  enough  under  the  best  conditions. 

Neither  Maternity  Centres,  Child  Welfare,  the  Midwives’ 
Act,  nor  Education  come  within  your  purview,  all  these 
several  matters  being  administered  by  the  East  Riding  County 
Council  from  Beverley. 
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Hospital  Accommodation — By  arrangement  with  the 
Bridlington  Corporation,  infectious  sickness  in  the  Rural 
District  requiring  segregation,  is  isolated  at  the  Bridlington 
Sanatorium  on  Bempton  Lane. 

Tuberculosis  is  sent  to  the  Withernsea  Convalescent 
Home  or  to  the  Raywell  Sanatorium,  through  the  East  Riding 
County  Council. 

Non-infectious  illness  of  a serious  type  and  surgical  cases 
are  dealt  with  in  the  Lloyd  Hospital,  and  parish  cases  at  the 
Union  Infirmary  in  Bridlington. 

The  only  provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Orphan 
Children  is  at  the  Union  Infirmary  and  Children’s  Home, 
administered  by  the  Poor  L aw  Authority. 

Nursing — There  is  no  special  provision  of  public  nursing 
in  the  Rural  District  beyond  what  is  provided  by  the  Poor 
Law,  but  you  have  in  past  years,  as  occasion  required,  exer- 
cised your  powers  under  the  Sanitary  Acts  to  provide  medical 
attendance  and  nursing  in  outbreaks  of  infectious  sickness. 
Towards  the  end  of  1921  you  decided  to  adopt  Section  67  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act  of  1908  to  regularise 
your  procedure  in  this  class  of  cases. 


Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1921. 

(Supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.) 

(Provisional  figures.  Provisional  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1921  have  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  this  liable,  ^he 
mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  hut  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area — 63,723  acres,  ora  little  over  100  square  miles. 
Population  (Census,  1921) — Males  4258 

Females  3891 

8149 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  — 1862 

Separate  Families  or  Occupiers — 1825 


Note.  There  has  been  a little  difficulty  in  obtainin 
these  figures  from  the  Registrar-General,  who  also  declines  t 
supply.the  data  necessary  to  show  the  Sub-District  popula- 
tion. To  compensate  for  this  I have  incorporated  tables 
showing  the  quarterly  births  and  deaths  for  1920  and  1921, 
and  a table  of  population,  as  at  the  Census  of  1911,  1901, 
and  1891. 

At  the  Census  of  1911  the  enumerated  population  was 
7732,  of  which  52*2  per  cent,  were  males  and  47*8  per  cent, 
of  females.  Occupied  houses  were  1681,  with  an  average  of 
4-6  occupants  per  house. 

The  Census  of  1921  was  taken  in  June,  and  there  is  some 
evidence  that  a small  but  appreciable  number  of  visitors  have 
been  included  in  many  limi-holiday  resorts  or  watering  places. 
To  neutralise  this  small  element  of  error  the  Registrar- 
General  directs  a standardised  population  of  7810,  to  be  used 
in  computing  the  various  statistical  rates  for  this  District. 

The  Rateable  value  of  the  District  is  ^85,874. 

The  Assessable  value  (Poor  Rates)  is  ,£"57,658. 

The  Product  of  a Rate  at  id.  in  the  £ is  ^240. 


fc£  O 
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Name  of  Parish 

Population 
aC  census 
in 

1891 

Population 
at  census 
in 

1901 

Population 
at  census 
in 

1911 

Bessingby 

87 

170 

228 

Carnaby 

200 

192 

189 

Boynton 

126 

161 

147 

Easton 

3 2 

38 

38 

Sewer  by  and  lVlarton 

33i 

330 

306 

Buck  ton 

141 

158 

1^5 

Flamborough... 

1288 

1 189 

1158 

Bempton  & Newsome 
Hilderthorpe  ... 

3 10 

284 

296 

Rural  Bridlington 

2556 

2602 

2527 

Hunmanby 

1309 

1289 

1370 

Speeton 

I5I 

146 

r5o 

Grindale 

C57 

154 

183 

Argham 

40 

40 

32 

Rudston 

578 

552 

566 

Thwing  and  Octon  . . 

367 

326 

339 

Wold  Newton 

292 

274 

298 

North  Burton 

42  5 

422 

440 

Reighton 

252 

219 

183 

Fordon 

38 

38 

39 

Hunmanby  Sub-Dist. 

3609 

3460 

3600 

Burton  Agnes 

321 

326 

340 

Haisthorpe 

121 

118 

1 12 

Thornholme  ... 

L15 

84 

77 

Gransmoor 

68 

69 

85 

Lissett 

|°5 

98 

97 

Ulrome 

Dringhoe,  Upton  and 

198 

187 

157 

Brough 

156 

136 

113 

Skipsea 

34i 

288 

326 

Barmston 

Fraisthorpe,  Auburn 

213 

210 

198 

and  Wilsthorpe  ... 

124 

hi 

100 

Skipsea  Sub- District 

1762 

1627 

1605 

Rural  District  ... 

8927 

7689 

7732 
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MARRIAGES. 

The  marriages  for  the  year  were  57,  and  show  a marriage- 
rate  of  14-5  persons  married  per  1,000  populaiion.  This  is  a 
little  higher  than  in  1920  and  the  average  rate  for  the  preced- 
ing decade.  The  mean  average  for  England  and  Wales  in 
the  ten  years  1901  — 1910  was  15*4  per  1,000 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  registered  were  156  against  164,  160  and  151 
in  the  three  immediately  preceding  years.  The  birth-rate  for 
1921  was  19-97  per  1,000  as  compared  with  21-13,  20-57  and 
18-57  the  respective  years  1920,  1919  and  1918.  The  birth- 
rate for  England  and  Wales  was  22-4  per  1,000. 

Children  born  out  of  wedlock  numbered  12,  and  gave  an 
illegitimate  birth-rate  for  the  year  of  1-52  per  1,000  population. 
The  percentage  of  total  births  being  7-6,  slightly  in  excels  of 
the  figures  for  1920. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (BIRTHS). 


1921. 

1920. 

cS 

c/5 

<D 

c/5 

CD 

! g- 

Q) 

O 

n 

O 

Bridlington  Sub-District. 

s 

H 

s 

h 

1st  Quarter 

10 

7 

*7 

5 

4 

9 

2nd  Quarter 

4 

7 

II 

9 

4 

13 

3rd  Quarter 

3 

4 

7 

9 

7 

16 

4th  Quarter 

1 

4 

5 

5 

4 

9 

Totals. .. 

18 

22 

40 

28 

*9 

47 

Hunmanby  Sub-District. 

1 st  Quarter 

6 

1 1 

17 

12 

10 

22 

2nd  Quarter 

9 

14  i 

23 

J5 

1 1 

26 

3rd  Quarter 

2 

12 

14 

10 

5 

15 

4th  Quarter 

8 

1 1 

!9 

7 

9 

16 

Totals... 

23 

47  | 

73 

44 

35 

79 

e c 

w KIPS t A 0 U B - L'  I ST R I OT* • 

1st  Quarter 

3 

10 

13 

2 

2 

4 

2nd  Quarter 

5 

7 

12 

4 

5 

9 

3rd  Quarter 

2 

6 

8 

3 

1 

4 

4th  Quarter 

6 

4 

10 

6 

1 

7 

Totals... 

16 

24 

43 

T5 

9 

j 24 

Totals  for  Rural  District 

59 

97 

156 

87 

63 

!5o 
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DEATHS. 

The  Deaths,  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages,  were  90. 
being  g less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  8 below  the  total 
for  igiq.  The  mortality  in  1920,  1919,  and  1918  having  been 
99,  98,  and  148  respectively.  The  District  death  rate  for  the 
year  was  11-52,  and  that  for  the  Country  generally  12*1  per 
looo.  The  rate  of  mortality  in  the  Rural  District  in  the  three 
immediately  preceding  years  was  12-75,  13*12,  and  20*39. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERLY  TOTALS  (DEATHS). 


1921.  1920. 


Bridlington  Sub-Dist. 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Males. 

C/3 

s 

cd 

£ 

0 

Cn 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

4 

2 

5 

2 

4 

3 

3 

2 

8 

5 

8 

4 

3 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

4 

b 

3 

6 

8 

Totals  ... 

I3. 

12 

25 

9 

H 

23 

n.UrsMAJN±5V  OUB-nibl. 

1st  Quarter 

6 

4 

10 

8 

9 

17 

2nd  Quarter 

6 

.5 

1 1 

5 

3 

8 

3rd  Quarter 

4 

6 

10 

4 

5 

9 

4th  Quarter 

7 

8 

*5 

2 

2 

4 

Totals  ... 

23 

23 

46 

19 

19 

38 

^ TZ  T "D  C I ^ A ^ T T 13  . T")  T C T 

O XV  1 Jr  O Hi  vJ  U D J—Z  loll 

1st  Quarter 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

4 

2nd  Quarter 

3 

0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3rd  Quarter 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

4th  Quarter 

3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Totals  ... 

10 

2 

12 

9 

8 

17 

Totals  for  Rural  Dist. 

46 

37 

83 

37 

41 

78 

There  were  registered  16  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  being  in  the  proportion  of  102-5  infantile  deaths 
to  each  1,000  registered  births,  which  shows  a considerable 


reduction  on  the  previous  two  or  three  years  mortality.  The 
infantile  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  192:  was  83 
per  1,000.  Illegitimate  children  furnished  12  5 per  cent,  of 
infantile  deaths. 

At  the  other  end  of  life,  53  of  the  deceased  attained  an 
age  of  60  years  and  upwards,  with  an  average  mean  age  of 
76*5  years,  and  a maximum  age  of  93  years. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Supplied  by  Registrar  General) 

IN  BRIDLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1921. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

5r 

39 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Influenza 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

2 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

4 

2 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

4 

3 

Heart  Disease 

4 

0 

J 

Arterio-sclerosis 

10 

9 

Bronchitis 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.,  (under  2 years) 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  &c 

5 

Suicide 

3 

Other  defined  diseases 

8 

8 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Total 

8 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  Births 

58 

98 

Legitimate 

53 

9i 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

Population  (for  births  and  deaths) ... 

7,8 

10 

*5 


The  deaths  attributed  to  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
were  2,  due  to  Scarlet  Fever ; 1 only  of  which  belongs 
to  us,  and  gives  the  very  attenuated  Zymotic  death-rate  of 
o’ 1 2 per  1000  living.  One  death  was  attributed  to  Influenza. 
There  were  3 deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respira- 
tory System  (Consumption),  and  3 to  other  forms  of  the 
malady,  giving  a Tuberculosis  mortality  rate  of  0*76  per  1000 
living.  There  were  6 fatal  cases  of  Cancer  against  n in  the 
previous  year.  Seven  deaths  were  due  to  Cerebral  Hgemorr- 
age  (Apoplexy),  and  7 to  Organic  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 

Arterio  Sclerosis  was  responsible  for  19  deaths,  Pneu- 
monia for  8,  and  Bronchitis  for  5.  It  must  not  be  supposed 
that  this  sudden  increase  of  Arterio  Sclerosis  is  due  to  the  dis- 
covery of  a new  disease  ; it  is  the  result  of  ascribing  roughly 
the  fatal  effects  of  Senile  Decay  to  the  organ  which  is  showing 
most  damage,  hence  the  diminishing  of  Senile  Decay  and  the 
increase  of  Arterio  Sclerosis  or  hardening  of  arteries,  as  a 
cause  of  death. 

“ Other  defined  diseases  ” number  16,  against  39  in  1920. 
Diarrhoea  was  responsible  for  3 deaths  under  2 years  of  age, 
and  Congenital  Debility  for  5.  There  were  3 deaths  by  sui- 
cide, causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  were  responsible  for  1 
case  in  1921,  against  2 the  previous  year. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  gross  mortality  of  the  Dis- 
trict, classified  to  show  disease,  age,  sub-district,  and  period 
of  the  year. 
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NOTIFICATION. 

Infectious  sickness  was  not  nearly  so  prevalent  as  in 
1920.  Excluding  Tuberculosis,  I received  only  27  medical 
certificates,  which  relatedBto  7 cases  of  Diphtheria,  1 1 of  Scarlet 
E'ever,  and  2 of  Enteric,  with  3 cases  of  Measles  and  1 each 
of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Erysipelas ; there  were  also  2 
cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  The  2 Enteric  and  10  of 
the  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  transferred  to  the 
Sanatorium,  the  remainder  being  isolated  and  treated  at  home. 
The  two  Ophthalmia  cases  made  good  recoveries,  one  w*th 
impairment  of  vision,  the  other  with  very  little. 

I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  my  indebtedness  to  the 
Head  Teachers  of  the  various  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Dis- 
trict, for  their  early  and  valuable  information  of  sickness 
appearing  amongst  the  children  attending  their  schools.  I 
have  found  their  interest  in  the  health  of  their  scholars,  and 
alertness  in  dealing  with  the  early  manifestations  of  children’s 
sickness,  of  great  help.  Intelligent  observation  by  educated 
people  is  of  great  value  in  child  welfare  work,  and  productive 
of  much  good.  I should  be  glad  to  see  improved  lavatory 
facilities  at  Country  Schools,  especially  in  those  which  draw 
their  pupils  from  considerable  distances.  An  adequate  supply 
of  warm  water,  antiseptic  soap,  and  clean  towels,  would  do 
much  to  preserve  and  improve  the  health  and  appearance  of 
many  little  people.  During  the  later  months  of  the  year  the 
Boynton  Schools  were  closed  for  seven  weeks  to  check  the 
spread  of  Scarlet  Fever.  After  a careful  investigation  into 
the  possible  and  probable  causes  of  this  outbreak.  I am  in- 
clined to  attribute  it  to  the  importation  of  “ washing,”  a con- 
siderable amount  of  visitors’  and  other  laundry  work,  from 
more  populous  centres,  going  regularly  to  the  nearer  villages. 

Tuberculosis. — With  regard  to  the  notification  of  Tuber- 
cular disease  there  were  4 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  2 of  Non-Pulmonary  notified  on  Form  A,  and  2 cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  on  Form  D,  making  a total 
of  8 cases  notified.  Against  this  there  were  6 deaths,  3 each 
of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease,  of 
which  one  each  of  the  two  groups  had  not  been  notified  in  the 
Rural  area,  making  a total  of  10  cases  of  the  disease  brought 
to  notice.  The  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  still 
very  unsatisfactory  after  the  delay  in  obtaining  admission  to  a 
Sanatorium,  the  short  duration  of  the  course  of  treatment,  and 
the  relapse  which  too  frequently  follows  return  to  home  sur- 
roundings, make  this  complaint  a very  disheartening  one  for 
all  concerned. 
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VACCINATION. 


The  Vaccination  Acts  are  administered  by  the  Poor  Law 
Authority  for  the  Bridlington  Union,  which  includes  the 
Borough  of  Bridlington  and  the  Sub-Registration  Districts  of 
Rural  Bridlington,  Hunmanby  and  Skipsea.  In  this  area 
there  were  registered  426  births  in  1921,  and  of  these  131 
were  successfully  vaccinated,  20  died  unvaccinated,  234  were 
exempt  by  Statutory  Declaration,  1 was  removed  to  a known 
place,  5 were  postponed  by  Medical  Certificate,  and  35  have 
been  lost  sight  of.  Therefore  considerably  more  than  half 
the  infant  population  is  without  protection  against  Small  Pox 
at  the  most  susceptible  period  of  life  and  when  the  disease  is 
to  them  most  deadly.  The  following  table  shows  how  this 
unprotected  portion  of  the  community  has  increased  in 
dimensions  during  the  last  15-20  years,  and  as  slackness  in 
enforcing  the  Vaccination  Acts  is  not  confined  to  our  part  of 
the  country  we  may,  at  any  time,  be  confronted  with  a 
disastrous  epidemic  of  Variola,  which  will  burn  its  way  from 
end  to  end  of  the  country,  leaving  in  its  wake  a trail  of  dead 
and  mutilated,  comparable  only  to  the  bloodiest  fighting  of 
any  war. 


Year. 

Births. 

Successfully  | 
Vaccinated.  | 

Insusceptible.  I 

Died 

Unvaccinated,  j 

Postponed  by 

Medical 

Certificate. 

Removed  to 

Districts 

known. 

Removed  to  j 

Districts 
unknown.  j 

Conscientious 

Objectors 

Unaccounted 

for. 

Per  cent,  lost 
sight  of  or  un- 
accounted for. 

1902 

382 

3:3 

2 

32 

3 

1 

I J 

l8 

2 

3'4 

I9°3 

366 

28l 

2 

29 

l8 

25 

8 

7’1 

I904 

382 

269 

6 

34 

17 

45 

1 1 

7*3 

I9°5 

352 

262 

I 

24 

1 

I 

25 

23 

15 

n*3 

1906 

353 

26l 

I 

22 

2 

15 

39 

1 2 

7*6 

I9°7  | 

353 

207 

3 

27 

2 

6 

H 

66 

28 

j i-8 

1908 

296 

117 

2 

21 

I 

J3 

I25 

17 

10*1 

1909 

j 342 

I IO 

1 

30 

H 

164 

23 

io-8 

1910 

308 

92 

18 

I 

10 

177 

10 

6-4 

I91 1 

345 

IOI 

16 

2 

8 

205 

13 

6*o 

191 2 

442 

Oo 

OC 

22 

1 

3 

12 

250 

*3 

3-6 

i9!3 

i9H 

419 

119 

...  1 

28 

■ 5 

9 

241 

17 

6-2 

to 

1918 

1919 

364 

IT4 

25 

2 

2 

8 

192 

21 

7*9 

1920 

512 

168 

2 

34 

3 

270 

35 

6-8 

1921 

426 

131 

20 

5 

1 

*8 

234 

27 

8-2 
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In  some  of  the  less  responsible  newspapers  it  is  now 
common  for  writers  to  speak  of  the  changed  character  of 
Small  Pox.  Such  nonsense ! 1 here  is  no  change  in  the 

disease,  nor  alteration  in  . the  tiger’s  stripes  nor  leopard’s  spots. 
Every  scrap  of  history  which  has  survived  the  ages  shows  the 
disease  to  be  the  same  as  it  was  since  first  authentically 
described.  Its  onslaught  is  terrific,  its  results  as  disastrous 
as  ever  when  introduced  into  a virgin  (unprotected)  population. 
In  days  gone  by,  in  a normal  year,  a fourteenth  of  every 
generation,  chiefly  infants,  was  swept  away  and  often  in  the 
streets  were  met  more  pock-marked  people  than  those  without 
the  stigma  of  disease.  Ships  could  not  sail,  armies  have  been 
immobilised,  and  factories  had  at  times  to  close  down  on 
account  of  the  disease.  What  has  changed  is  the  constitution 
of  the  people,  and  this  change  started  when  Jenner’s  immortal 
discovery  began  to  be  universally  applied,  and  we  are  still 
benefiting  from  it.  For  how  many  generations  the  modifying 
influence  of  vaccination  may  last  is  not  clear,  but  it  will  very 
likely  be  determined  when  a big  and  widespread  epidemic 
declares  itself  amongst  us. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made 
by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  through  the  Past  Riding 
County  Council,  a privilege  of  which  I am  glad  to  say  an 
increasing  use  is  being  made.  The  results  are  shown  in  the 
following  table. 

RESULTS. 


Disease 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria 

4 

8 

12 

Enteric  ... 

• i 

o 

I 

Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

5 

There  were  two  samples  of  drinking  water  sent  for 
Bacteriological  examination,  one  was  found  to  be  organically 
contaminated,  and  the  other  quite  pure. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  with  other  sera  and  vaccines  are 
supplied  by  the  Rural  Council,  free  of  charge,  through  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  suitable  cases. 
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The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Regulations  were  adopted  in 
1904,  and  Building  Byelaws  in  1914. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  1889,  was  adopted 
in  1890,  with  the  addition  of  Measles  to  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases. 

Water  Supply. — This  question  is  in  the  same  position 
as  in  my  last  animal  report,  1920  The  public  supply  at 
Flamborough  is  the  only  one  in  active  and  beneficient  going 
order.  The  Hunmanby  scheme  remains  half  completed,  and 
all  the  other  public  services  are  dependant,  more  or  less,  on 
superficial  wells  worked  by  hand  pumps,  and  with  no  distri- 
buting system. 

Housing. — The  present  position  of  this  question  is  epito- 
mised in  Inspector  Robson’s  report.  Sixteen  houses  have  been 
built  under  the  Rural  Council’s  scheme,  and  se\enteen  more 
by  private  enterprise,  but  these  do  not  count,  and  such  half- 
hearted efforts  will  not  meet  the  difficulty  in  the  District. 
What  we  require  is  chiefly  a house  of  the  cottage  type,  with 
decent  sanitary  surroundings  and  a plot  of  garden  ground. 
Given  this  class  of  dwelling,  at  a reasonable  rent,  the  lure  of 
the  big  town  would  materially  diminish,  the  country-side  once 
again  become  popular,  and  the  land  adjacent  would  not  lack 
labourers,  and  we  should  have  some  chance  of  finding  it  fit 
for  young  people  to  live  in,  whether  heroes  or  not.  You 
have  in  your  midst  sundry  dwellings  which  are  altogether  im- 
proper for  habitation,  and  will,  in  a very  short  time  have  to  be 
closed.  Where  are  the  occupants  to  go  ? 

Sanitation. — Scavenging  has  not  played  quite  so  pro- 
minent a part  in  parish  politics  during  the  past  year,  as  in 
some  others.  You  found  it  necessary  to  buy  a horse  and  cart 
to  deal  with  the  scavenging  in  Flamborough,  but  by  the  end 
of  the  year  the  tension  had  eased,  and,  I am  told,  that  this 
equipment  will  now  be  sold. 

In  the  other  larger  villages  public  scavenging  is  the  rule, 
in  the  hamlets  and  detached  places  conservancy  requirements 
are  provided  for  within  the  cartilages. 

A summary  of  the  work,  under  the  general  heading  of 
Sanitation,  is  given  in  Inspector  Robson’s  report,  which  also 
deals  with  Dairies,  Cowsheds  Slaughterhouses,  Knackers’ 
Yards,  and  offensive  trades  generally. 
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I am  much  indebted  to  Inspector  Robson  for  the  energy 
and  unfailing  tact  with  which  he  has  carried  out  his  multi- 
farious duties. 

I beg  to  thank  Mr.  Hankiuson  for  his  invaluable  assist- 
ance so  courteously  and  constantly  rendered  ; his  knowledge 
of  sanitary  law  and  procedure  are  extensive  and  always  at  the 
disposal  of  his  colleagues. 

My  thanks  are  greatly  due  to  the  Rural  Council  for  the 
consideration  they  have  given  to  the  business  brought  before 
them,  and  their  invariable  courtesy  to  myself. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  WETWAN, 

M.O.H 

The  Rural  District  Council  and  Sanitary  Authority, 
Bridlington. 
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BRIDLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Bridlington, 

March,  1922. 


Sir, 


I beg  to  submit  my  annual  summary  of  sanitary  inspec- 
tion in  the  District  during  1921. 

Various  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  District  arose 
from  time  to  time  and  were  dealt  with  in  appropriate  manner, 
as  will  be  found  in  the  tables  appended. 

HOUSING. 

The  Housing  Scheme  inaugurated  by  the  Council  entered 
a state  of  suspense  when  16  houses  had  been  completed. 
These  are  all  occupied,  and  the  remaining  15  sites  acquired 
in  various  villages  are  fenced  and  let  on  short-notice  tenancies, 
in  readiness  for  the  resumption  of  building,  if  it  ever  is 
resumed. 

During  the  year  17  privately  built  dwelling  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied,  namely  6 village  residences,  3 smaller 
houses,  and  8 living  bungalows  of  a non-permanent  type. 

No  houses  were  vacated  or  demolished. 

There  is  still  the  demand  for  new  small  houses,  at  rents 
not  exceeding  5/-  per  week,  to  enable  some  of  the  existing  old 
cottages  to  be  abandoned,  and  to  satisfy  the  desire  of  a good 
number  of  people  to  find  a better  place  of  abode  than  they  are 
compelled  to  live  in  at  present. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

These  do  not  vary  much  in  number  from  year  to  year, 
excepting  that  during  the  summer  months  some  of  the  larger 
farms  provide  an  extra  supply  of  milk  to  meet  the  demand  in 
Bridlington,  Filey  and  Scarborough.  This  is  11  to  the  good. 
Most  ot  the  premises  used  by  the  permanent  cow-keepers  are 
satisfactory,  one  or  two  exceptions  being  in  Hunmanby. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

One  new  permanent,  and  one  temporary  slaughter-house 
were  opened  during  the  year,  making  8 in  use  at  present. 
These  are  good  and  sufficient,  and  are  very  creditably 
maintained. 


FACTORIES  AND  YVORSHOPS. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  these 
places.  In  only  one  of  them  is  any  appreciable  number  of 
employees  engaged. 

Public  scavenging  has  been  performed  satisfactorily  at 
Flamborough  and  Hunmanby  during  the  year,  in  the  former 
place  by  means  of  a horse  and  cart  purchased  by  the  Council 
for  the  purpose. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  H.  ROBSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


To 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  190c. 


Housing. — “ The  Board  would  draw  special  attention  to 
the  section  of  the  memorandum  as  to  the  information  required 
on  the  subject  of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes.  Where 
there  is  a deficiency  of  accommodation  in  rural  districts  the 
parish  or  parishes  in  which  the  deficiency  exists,  the  number 
of  cottages  needed,  and  the  nature  of  the  accommodation  re- 
quired in  the  cottages,  should  be  stated.” 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District ^ Regulation,  1910. 
Art.  V. — “ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  include  in  his 
Annual  Report  information  and  particulars  in  tabular  form  in 
regard  to  ” — 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for 

the  purposes  of  section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  39 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  made  fit  for  habitation 

without  formal  representation  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority 

with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  — 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  the  defects  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders,..  9 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders  were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners  — 

General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist : — Roofs  and 
paving  requiriring  repair,  and  general  dilapidation. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1921,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Bridlington,  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 


INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

Number 
of  In- 
spections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Fac- 
tory Laundries 

Workshops  (including 

Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than 
Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

J 36 

36 

DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  &c. 


Defects  found  ...  ...  1 | Remedied...  ...  1 

(Lavatory  accommodation 
insufficient). 


REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Agricultural  Engineering,  Motor  and  Brick  Works 

Brick  Works 

Ropery 

Tailors,  Blacksmiths,  Wheelwrights,  &c. 

Total  Number  of  Workshops 


3 

1 

31 

36 
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REGULATIONS  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD  RELATING  TO  THE  DUTIES  OF 
SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

See  Article  XX  (16)  of  the  Board’s  General  Order  of  13th 
December,  1910. 


Duties  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Art.  XX.  (16) — “ He  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each  year,  furnish  the 
Medical  Officer  of  I Iealth  with  a tabular  statement  containing 
the  following  particulars  : 

“ (a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by 
him  during  the  year  ; 

“ (b)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  dis- 
tinguishing statutory  from  informal  notices; 

“ (c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices.” 


Dwelling-houses  inspected 
Dwelling-houses  notices  served 
New  Houses  built  (privately)  ... 

Have  Building  Byelawrs  been  adopted  ? 

Date  of  Confirmation 
Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary 
Infectious  disease 

Dwelling-houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  Phthis 
Schools  disinfected  after  cases  of  ordinary  Infectiou 
diseases 

Dwelling-houses  found  overcrowded  .. 

Number  of  defective  privies  inspected 
Number  of  defective  privies  remedied 
Number  of  house  &c.  drains  inspected 
Number  of  house  &c.  drains  remedied 
Number  of  drains  relaid 
Number  of  new  drains  laid 
Nuisances  from  animals  found 
Nuisances  from  animals  abated 
Number  of  notices  served  (formal) 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal) 

Number  of  notices  complied  w7ith 
Number  of  other  nuisances  found  (general) 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ... 


39 

17 

Yes 

25th  June,  1914 


16 

3 

3 
3 
6 
6 
1 1 
1 1 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

18 

20 

6 

6 
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Water  Supplies — 

Houses  newly  supplied  from  water  mains 
New  wells  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

New  bore  wells  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Wells  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  examination  ...  ...  2 

Water  certificates  granted  for  new  houses  in 

Rural  Districts  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — 

Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ? ...  ...  Yes 

Date  of  adoption  ? ...  ...  ...  28th  May,  1904 

N umber  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  0:1  register  ...  75 

Number  of  cows  : varies  very  considerably  according  to 

season. 

Cowsheds  visited  and  inspected  ...  ...  75 

1 


8 

24 

1 

1 


Visits  to  Dairies 
Defects  found 
Defects  remedied  ... 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Number  on  register 
Visits  to 
Defects  found 
Defects  remedied  ... 


